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Jennifer Figueroa
Project Proposal
Fall 2020
This Month
I will make six colored paper collages of police brutality based on protest photographs.
Each work will be a diptych, consisting of two collages. One piece will be based on photograph
taken during the civil rights movement in 1964. The second piece will depict an incident from
the same month, during a contemporary BLM protest.
The collages will be done on 28"×44" paper. My intention is to explore a marginalized
account of American history, the collage approach is influence by Jacob Lawrence’s migration
series. The images range from the flattened style of Lawrence to textured forms still
silhouetted, but more similar to the collage work of Maria Berrio. The palette will be rich and
dense like Melody Tuttle and Hope Gangloff's paintings.
This work is based on photographs found in The Atlantic magazine piece "1964: civil
rights battles", and from many other news outlets that have been covering black lives matter
protests around the U.S. After creating line drawings based on each photograph, I will use a
projector to recreate distorted, textured versions of the image. I will use colored and hand dyed
paper to create flat layers.
History is repeating itself as we find ourselves fighting the same battles our grandparents
fought before us. I am abstracting the images with intent to blur the lines between past and
present. All of the figures are lumped together, not as individuals but instead they are identified
by their place in a system; viewed through the binary lens of history. These works are a
commentary on the cyclical nature of struggle. My intension is to expose the oppressive nature
of the police as an extension of the American establishment (lets discuss the specifics of
‘establishment’).

Artist Statement:
THIS MONTH
My artwork addresses systems of oppression. I’m interested in exposing the complexities of
institutional violence, and how these forces magnify/create/exacerbate power struggles
surrounding race and class. . My most recent works, are a series of collages which are based on
periodical protest photographs taken over the last 50 years. The collages are bold, multilayered
images that are imbued with the emotive charge of their subjects. I want these works to have a
ghostly quality- distorted and sometimes fleeting, seeping in and out like a memory or a feeling.
By stripping away any information extraneous to the narrative of historical repetition, I create
parallels between the past and present which provide a pathway for the viewer to reflect on
dynamics of power and facilitate critical analysis that questions progress.

July

5 Alarm
July 1964
Collage
34” x 28”

Capsaicin
July 2020
Collage
44” x 26”

June

Double agent
June 1964
Collage
44” x 28”

The pyramid
June 2017
Collage
44” x 28”

April

Railing
April 1964
Collage
44” x 28”

Pig Wall
June 2017
Collage
44” x 28”

